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Jan. 9 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1994

Exchange With Reporters Prior to Discussions With Prime Minister
Jean-Luc Dehaene of Belgium in Brussels
January 9, 1994

Bosnia

Q. Mr. President, do you think that Bosnia
should be at the top of the agenda for the
NATO consideration?

The President. Well, we’ll discuss that and
a number of other things. We have a lot of
issues to discuss. But the Prime Minister and
I will discuss that and several other issues. As
you know, he’s just ended a tour of 6 months
in the presidency of the EU, and in my judg-
ment, he and Belgium did a superb job. They
were very instrumental in the successes we had
last summer in the G–7 meeting, which laid
the foundation for the adoption of the GATT

round. So we’re going to talk a little about that,
too.

Death of President’s Mother
Q. Mr. President, are you finding it difficult

to engage in diplomacy after your personal loss?
The President. No, I’m glad to be here. My

family and my friends and my mother’s friends,
we had a wonderful day yesterday, and I’m
doing what I should be doing. I’m glad to have
the opportunity to be here and go back to work.

NOTE: The exchange began at 1:55 p.m. at the
Conrad Hotel. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of this exchange.

Remarks to Future Leaders of Europe in Brussels
January 9, 1994

Thank you very much, Mr. Prime Minister,
Mr. Mayor, distinguished leaders. I’m delighted
to be here with the Prime Minister and with
many of Europe’s future leaders in this great
hall of history.

I first came to Brussels as a young man in
a very different but a difficult time, when the
future for us was uncertain. It is fitting that
my first trip to Europe as President be about
building a better future for the young people
of Europe and the United States today and that
it begin here in Belgium. As a great capital
and as the headquarters of NATO and the Euro-
pean Union, Brussels and Belgium have long
been at the center of Europe’s steady progress
toward greater security and greater prosperity.
For those of you who know anything about me
personally, I also have a great personal debt
of nearly 40 years standing to this country be-
cause it was a Belgian, Adolphe Sax, who in-
vented the saxophone. [Laughter]

I have come here at this time because I be-
lieve that it is time for us together to revitalize
our partnership and to define a new security
at a time of historic change. It is a new day
for our transatlantic partnership: The cold war

is over. Germany is united. The Soviet Union
is gone, and a constitutional democracy governs
Russia. The specter that haunted our citizens
for decades, of tanks rolling in through Fulda
Gap or nuclear annihilation raining from the
sky, that specter, thank God, has largely van-
ished. Your generation is the beneficiary of those
miraculous transformations.

In the end, the Iron Curtain rusted from
within and was brought crashing down by the
determination of brave men and women to live
free, by the Poles and the Czechs, by the Rus-
sians, the Ukrainians, the people of the Baltics,
by all those who understood that neither eco-
nomics nor consciences can be ordered from
above. Equally important, however, their heroic
efforts succeeded because our resolve never
failed, because the weapons of deterrence never
disappeared and the message of democracy
never disappeared.

As the East enjoys a new birth of freedom,
one of freedom’s great victories lives here in
Europe’s West: the peaceful cleaving together
of nations which clashed for centuries. The
transformation was wrought by visionary leaders
such as Monnet, Schumann, Spaak, and Mar-
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